
OU Description Exposure Pathways and Scenarios

0
Miscellaneous "Catch-All" All pathways and scenarios not included in other 

Operable Units

1
The former Export Plant

2

3

The mine site and associated 
transportation corridors

-Past and present airborne contamination released from 
the mine
- Disturbace of contaminated soils in forrested areas near 
the mine
-Exposure from asbestos trapped in tree bark
-Contaminated materials placed or spilled along roads 
and rail lines used to haul mine materials

4

Main residential, commercial and public 
locations in Libby

-Inhalation of ambient air
-Inhalation of outdoor air near disturbances of 
contaminated soil
-Inhalation of indoor air in homes contaminated with LA 
or vermiculite

5

6

7

8

TABLE 4-1.  OPERABLE UNITS AND HUMAN EXPOSURE PATHWAYS
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Contaminated soil 
along highways,

rail lines

Outdoor air near 
highways and

rail lines

Pathway is complete but is believed to be minor in comparison to 
other pathways;  qualitative evaluation in warranted

Pathway is incomplete or believed to be negligible;  further 
evaluation is not warranted

Pathway is complete and exposure may be significant;  quantitative 
evaluation is warranted

Pathway may be complete but magnitude of exposure is uncertain; 
further investigation may be necessary

Sources

FIGURE 4-1.  CONCEPTUAL SITE MODEL FOR INHALATION EXPOSURES TO ASBESTOS

Libby Superfund Site -- Operable Unit 4 (Main Residential, Commercial, and Public Areas of Libby)
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